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Welcome to the spring issue of the North Central Section Newsletter!  Hope the New Year is going well 
for everyone.  Winter has been unusual to say the least, but since this is called the Spring Newsletter it 
must be the beginning of spring! 
 
Speaking of spring, with the Spring North Central Section Conference to be held in Grand Rapids, 
MI, coming up soon you should check the conference website regularly for the opening of “early bird” 
registration.  It is being hosted by Grand Valley State University.  The conference is on April 3 and 
4, 2009.  The official website is http://faculty.gvsu.edu/chaphalp/aseenc09/.  Information is also included 
with this newsletter.  I know they are planning an exciting and informative program.  In addition to a full 
Saturday of technical sessions, posters and exhibits, Friday afternoon has workshops and tours planned. 
Of course do not miss the Opening Reception on Friday as well. This is a great opportunity to interact with 
colleagues. 
 
Since I’m on the subject of spring conference, let’s look ahead. In 2010 we’re off to The University of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA and in 2011 we will be hosted by Central Michigan University in Mount 
Pleasant, MI.  Looks like some exciting sites for the upcoming conferences. If your institution is interested 
in hosting our spring conference in 2012 please let me know! 
 
Each year at the section conference business meeting (at lunch on Saturday) elections are held to fill 
vacancies on the executive board.  This year there are four vacancies: Chair, Vice Chair, Unit Director-
Research and Unit Director-Instructional.  If you are interested or wish to nominate a colleague, please 
contact Paul John at prjohn@uakron.edu.  This is a very good way to become involved with your section. 
 
Also, during the Saturday business meeting, we will be voting on revisions to our Section Constitution and 
By-laws. Hopefully each of you received an e-mail from me with the revisions attached. As I stated in that 
e-mail, there are no major changes. These documents have not been revised in a few years and these 
changes simply better reflect the current way our Section is organized and run. We must have a quorum 
(one-half of the members registered for the conference) so please attend Saturday’s lunch and business 
meeting. 
 
The best to all of you as another academic year flies by. I look forward to seeing many of you in Grand 
Rapids for the spring conference. 
  
 
Bob Ward, Chair of the North-Central Section 

 
  

http://faculty.gvsu.edu/chaphalp/aseenc09/
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ASEE NORTH CENTRAL SECTION EXECUTIVE BOARD, 2008-2009 
 

Past Chair (2006-2007) 
 
Paul R. John, Professor 
Drafting & Comp  
Drafting Tech. 
The University of Akron 
Schrank Hall South 123 
Akron, OH 44325-6104 
(330) 972-7050  (office) 

(330) 972-4904  (fax) 
prjohn@uakron.edu 
 

Chair (2009) 
 
Robert Ward, Professor 
Civil Engineering 
Ohio Northern University 
Room 102, Biggs Engr’g Bldg 
Ada, OH 45810 
(419) 772-2399 
r-ward@onu.edu 

 

Vice Chair (2009) 
 
P. Ruby Mawasha, Asst. Dean 
College of Engr. & Comp. Sci. 
Wright State University 
Dayton, OH 45435 
(937) 775-5005 
ruby.mawasha@wright.edu 
 

Secretary 
 
Clare Cook, Professor 
Ferris State University 
915 Campus Drive 
Big Rapids, MI 49307 
(231) 591-2367 (office) 
(231) 591-2271  (fax) 
cookc@ferris.edu 

Treasurer 
 
J. D. Frampton, Chairman 
Engineering & Science 

Technology Department 
123 Schrank Hall South 
The University of Akron 
Akron, OH 44325-6104 
(330) 972-5139 (office) 
(330) 972-4904 (fax) 
jdframpton@uakron.edu 

Newsletter Editor 
 
Roland Arter, Assoc. Prof. 
Engineering & Science 

Technology Department 
The University of Akron 
Schrank Hall South 123E 
Akron, OH 44325-6104 
(330) 972-6784 
arter@uakron.edu 
 

 

 

Zone II Chair (2008) 
 
John J. Uhran Jr., Professor  
Computer Science and 

Engineering 
COE 
University of Notre Dame 
South Bend, IN  
(219) 631-7423 (office) 
(219) 631-8007 (fax) 
uhran.1@nd.edu 
 

ASEE Campus 

Representatives Coordinator 
 
Craig Gunn, Director 

Comm. Program 
Dept. of Mechanical 
Engineering 
Michigan State Univ. 
East Lansing, MI 
(517) 355-5160 (office) 
(517) 353-1750 (fax) 
gunn@egr.msu.edu 

 

Unit Director-Research 

(2009) 
 
Kumar Yelamarthi, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Elec. Eng. 
Dept of Engineering & 
Technology 

Central Michigan University 
Mount Pleasant, MI 48859 
(989) 774-7164 (office) 
(989) 774-4900 (fax) 
kumar.yelamarthi@cmich.edu  

Unit Director-Instructional 

(2009) 
 
Kirstie Plantenberg 
Associate Professor 
Dept. of Mechanical Engr. 
University of Detroit, Mercy 

4001 W. McNichols Rd. 
P.O. Box 19900 
Detroit, MI 48221 
(313) 993-1595 (office) 
plantenk@udmercy.edu 

 

 

Unit Director-Industrial  

(2010) 
 
Betsy M. Aller, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Dept. of Industrial & Manuf. 
Engineering  

Western Michigan University 
4601 Campus Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5336 
(269) 276-3354 (office) 
(269) 276-3353 (fax) 
betsy.aller@wmich.edu 

Unit Director-

Administration (2010) 
 
Jonathan Smalley 
Chair of CE Dept. 
Ohio Northern University 
Ada, OH 45810 

(419) 772-2377 
j-smalley@onu.edu 
 

Best Paper Awards Chair 
 
Andrew Kline, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Dept. of Paper Engineering, 
Chemical Engineering, and 
Imaging 
Western Michigan University 
4601 Campus Drive 

A217 Parkview 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5462 
(269) 276-3516 (office) 
(269) 276-3501 (fax) 
andrew.kline@wmich.edu 

2008 Program Chair 
 
P. Ruby Mawasha 
Asst. Dean 
College of Engr. & Comp. Sci. 
Wright State University 
Dayton, OH 45435 
(937) 775-5005 
ruby.mawasha@wright.edu 

 

2009 Program Chair 
 
Pramod Chaphalkar, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor & Graduate 
Director , School of 
Engineering, Padnos College of 
Engineering & Computing  
Grand Valley State University 
301 West Fulton St.,  

Room KEN 136 
Grand Rapids, MI 49504 
(616) 331-6843 (direct) 
(616) 331-6750 (front desk) 
(616) 331-7215 (fax) 
chaphalp@gvsu.edu 
 

NCS WEBMASTER 
 
Dave Retterer, Professor  
ECCS Department 
Ohio Northern University 
Science Annex 211 
(419) 772-2348 (office) 
(419) 772-2404 (fax) 
d-retterer@onu.edu 
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2009 ASEE  

North Central Section 
Conference 

April 3-4, 2009 

Grand Valley State University 

Grand Rapids, MI 
 

 

Engineering Education for Betterment of Society 

Welcome to the 2009 ASEE North Central Section Conference at Grand Valley State University.  

We will continue the ASEE tradition of exchanging and disseminating pedagogical research and 

networking among engineering educators.  There are always last minutes details.  If you have 

questions beyond what is presented here, please contact the Conference Chair, Dr. Pramod 

Chaphalker, 616-331-6843, aseenc09@gmail.com, chaphalp@gvsu.edu, or visit the conference 

website via the hyperlinks above. 

 

 

Tentative Program 

 Friday, April 3 

 Workshops 2:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Tours 2:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Reception 5:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

  Saturday, April 4 

 All Sessions 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Banquet 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

http://faculty.gvsu.edu/chaphalp/aseenc09/index.html
http://www.gvsu.edu/
mailto:aseenc09@gmail.com
mailto:chaphalp@gvsu.edu
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Hotel Accommodations 
 

The conference will be held at the Courtyard Marriott in downtown 

Grand Rapids within walking distance of Grand Valley State 

University.  Rooms are available at $109 per night.  Please check 

the conference website.  Information will be updated constantly as 

we get closer to the conference. 

 

 

Important Dates 

 

Paper Acceptance Notification Monday 23-Feb-09 

Conference Registration 

Early Bird Special 
Friday 27-Feb-09 

Final Paper Submission Friday 20-Mar-09 

Conference Registration,  

Advance Special 
Friday 20-Mar-09 

Conference, Day 1 Friday 3-Apr-09 

Conference, Day 2 Saturday 4-Apr-09 

 

 

   !!!!!   ATTENTION   !!!!! 
 

North Central Members, 

 

I am now accepting nominations for the following four executive board members, who will be 

elected at the annual spring conference business meeting on April 4, 2009 at Grand Valley State 

University, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

 

 Chair - this is a two-year term.  The nominees shall have served as a previous Vice Chair of the 

North Central section. 

 Vice Chair - this is a one-year term. 

 Unit Director Research - this is a two-year term. 

 Unit Director Instructional - this is a two-year term. 

 

For a description of the executive board member duties see the bylaws of the North Central Section.  

They can be found at www.asee-nc.org.  Please forward nominations to Paul John at prjohn@uakron.edu. 
 

Thank you and see at the spring conference. 

 
Paul John, Past-Chair 

 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/grrdt-courtyard-grand-rapids-downtown/
http://www.asee-nc.org/
mailto:prjohn@uakron.edu
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Conference Committee 
 

General Chair 

Pramod Chaphalkar 

aseenc09@gmail.com 

chaphalp@gvsu.edu 

 

Technical Chair 

Hugh Jack 

 

Programs 

Pramod Chaphalkar  Shirley Fleishman  Nael Barakat 

 

Abstracts and Proceedings: 

Shabbir Choudhuri Janice Pawloski Mehmet SozenLihong  (Heidi) Jiao 

 

Registration 

Chirag Parikh   Samhita Rhodes 

 

Sponsorship 

Paul Plotkowski, Dean Charles R Standridge, Assistant Dean 

 

 

mailto:aseenc09@gmail.com
mailto:chaphalp@gvsu.edu

